Massimiliano Messieri / Republic of San Marino / - author's concert at Forfest 2026

As part of the XXXVIIth year of the International Festival of Contemporary Art with a Spiritual Orientation FORFEST CZECH REPUBLIC, an author's concert by the Italian composer Massimiliano Messieri took place on March 27, 2026. As the musical director of the Italian festival MASKFEST / International Festival of New Music San Marino /, he has been cooperating with our festival for almost twenty years. Our mutually inspiring cooperation includes numerous premieres in the Czech and Italian cultural environments. Messieri's music resonates on a global scale with its lyrical minimalism, which, in combination with an electro-acoustic position, gives the author the opportunity to discover new intellectual and emotional worlds that are truly topical and highly creative in our country /and the European ambit / today. The author, who is not unknown on a global scale /IRCAM Paris, Ut Orpheus Edition, Da Vinci Edition, Universal Edition, AmadeusArte, Tactus, Da Vinci Classics, Discantica and Drycastle Records/, develops his original concept in opposition to today's still prevailing postmodernism with the perseverance of a composing philosopher, thus reaching unusual creative positions.

For his author festival concert, Massimiliano invited truly experienced interpreters - renowned Japanese pianist Yuki Mack /currently living in the Detroit metropolitan area, USA, where she has established herself as a sought-after teacher and concert artist/ and Italian saxophonist Alex Sebastianutto, who is one of the most respected Italian saxophonists of his generation. 

Massimiliano dedicated the world premiere of Furusato Variations for solo piano to pianist Yuki Mack, who works in both the USA and Italy. The soloist performed this meditative composition with great sensitivity to the overall atmosphere and attention to detail.

The Czech premiere featured the composition Via Crucis for alto saxophone and piano. According to the composer (he commented the concert with an accompanying word), the work is a key point in life – here too the author's all-human view of the issues of contemporary art in a global dimension is manifested. Saxophonist Alex Sebastianutto excelled in the short composition. The soloist surprised with a mature tone with an extreme dynamic range from an inaudible pianissimo to the sonorous sound of the instrument using echoes of an open grand piano, subtle finesses (so-called eternal breath, sung double notes and others).

The concert culminated in the Czech premiere with the grave work with title Elements - a concert in four movements for alto saxophone and piano. The four parts /Fire – Air – Water – Earth/ in the author's interpretation, are a symbolic metaphor forming the very essence of human existence - from our point of view, an clear inspiration from Eastern philosophy. The minimalistically structured and overall modal musical material allows both soloists to conduct a meaningful dialogue full of colors, as we know them, for example, from the French musical tradition. Both soloists applied brilliant control of the parts, especially the sound of the saxophone sounded sonorously with delicate registers of rich shades not lacking virtuoso elements. The final part was surprisingly carried again in the pianissimo of both instruments, as a reflection on the life of man on this Earth. All parts were originally characterized, they did not fall into cheap illustrativeness, on the contrary - an original work was created, undoubtedly enriching the literature for the saxophone with a new view on the role of this popular instrument, which the majority society still perceives more as a symbol of jazz music. Massimiliano Messieri has once again confirmed his erudition as a distinctive, predominantly spiritually oriented author. This project continues the long-standing and fruitful collaboration between artists from Italy and the Czech Republic. 
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